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Tell a good story. Show how compassionate you are, not just tell your readers what you are. If 
you're having difficulty, don't tell the admissions office your complaints; tell them how you've 
overcome them.

Keep it real. Do not make it up. If you speak with all your heart, it will show, and your essay will be
easier. Choosing what you've experienced will also give you the vivid and concrete details that the 
admissions office expects to see in your essay.
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Bask your opinion, but avoid anything that is controversial. You do not know who will read your 
essay, so you want to appeal to the widest possible audience. This means that you do not write 
anything about your opinion about what is wrong with the government or religion, please.

Do not repeat the information already in your application. If you have completed 7 AP courses in 
one year, do not indicate that you did it or did it, because you "love to learn", if it is not directly 
related to the subject of your essay. Admissions officers want to know something about you from 
your essay that they cannot learn from other sections of your application.

Spend time on your essay. Hemingway did not write his or her stories overnight, and you should not
write your essay overnight. The Admissions Office is looking for what you can do if you have time 
to brainstorm, rewrite and polish. They look at what topic you have chosen and what you have done
with it. The essay will not help you if it is careless and uninformative.

Check your grammar and spelling. Yes, it does matter. You can write conversationally, but your 
grammar and spelling still need to be correct. And do not rely solely on spelling check of your 
computer. Often the wrong word (spelled correctly) can slip by. And nothing says more last-minute 
essays than wrong spelling and grammar.

Show your essay to someone who can give you objective feedback. Sometimes you may get too 
close to an essay and not see it clearly. Other people may often say whether your essay is not 
sufficiently disclosed, or your humor is incoherent, or you are not making the impression you want. 
Remember, this essay is addressed to someone who does not know you and is going to make an 
important decision about what they will learn from it.
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